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Nunavut’s Human History 

Today 

3500 

4000 

4500 

5000 years  ago 

2000 

1000 

3000 

1500 

2500 

500 

0 

Pa
le

o-
In

ui
t 

Early
Inuit 

Tuniit

Sivullirmiut

• At approximately 2700 years ago (700 BC) Tuniit (or
Tuniujuat) were living across what is now Nunavut.

• Archaeologists call this group Late Paleo-Inuit or
Dorset (defining Early, Middle, and Late phases).

• Tuniit tools, dwellings, and hunting techniques are
distinct from Early Inuit. 

• Inuit oral histories refer to these cultural differences
and also note instances of hostile interactions as
well as intermarriage.

• Around 600 years ago (1400 AD) Tuniit sites are no
longer found.

• The direct ancestors of Inuit today moved east from
Alaska around 800 years ago (1200 AD).

• Archaeologists call this group Thule Inuit and over time
regional variations in style, traditions, and dialect 
developed. 

• Early Inuit collectively refers to Thule Inuit and the Inuit
living across the region when southerners began 
visiting. 

• Archaeologists believe that Sivullirmiut "the original 
inhabitants" of what is now Nunavut moved east from 
Siberia/Alaska at approximately 5200 years ago (3200 
BC).

• By 4500 years ago (2500 BC) these distant relatives of
Inuit today were living throughout the territory. 

• They are called Early Paleo-Inuit by archaeologists
and are referred to as Pre-Dorset, Saqqaq,
Independence I, and Independence II, depending on
the region, style of dwelling, and tools they used.

Glaciers started to melt across what is now Nunavut approx. 8000 years ago 




